AND AVERY LIGHT CCR

e JOHN LIDDIARD gets to
W see some classic dive
= 1 sitesina new light, and
4 enjoys being bubble-

free to get among
spawning shoals of
snapper and batfish

AY WHAT YOU LIKE ABOUT

diver crowding, T always get

i buze from diving at Ras
Mohammed, and here Tam again,
getting a buze among the currents and
the fish, There are no divers other than
v buddy, and s Jess than 12 hours
aftera late arrival the night before.

Clever scheduling by Camel Dive
Club means that we pre clear of other
ilivie bosats atall the critical points.

A first dive at Juckiish Alley lets the
others get shead of us. Then we jump in
for the classic Anemone Reef o Yolanda
Reel drift around the tip of Ras
Mohammed while the other boats st
for lunch, and have the reef to ourselves,

I repeat the trick on a smaller scale.
Hy loitering while the rest of our group
gets ahead, guide Uri and | really do
hive 1t all to ourselves.

Irisn't just a repest of w familiar site,
but & wonderfullv mew dive, 1 have anly

been here in winter before and nos, in
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Bedow right: 4 shoal
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Jjune, the big shioals of snapper amd
hatfish are gathering to spawn,

Huther than drifi, we stay at the
leading edge of Shatk Recl. loop out
anrong a tarseted shoal of Gsh, then
swoop back into the reet and work our
way back into the current todo it all
over wgain, The subsequent drilt past the
hanging soft corals to the garden of
bt hrivom fittings from the Yoloude and
the pick-up point is almost o chore.

Thiere 15 stll plenty to see, but | am
coming down from the adrenaline high
of the curremt wiad all those fish, Like any
dive junkie, | want to da it agmin,

A couple of diys later, this is just what
1 do with guide Polly. Again we have the
site Lo ourselves, this time afrer an early
start from Traveo Marina for a day-trip

Lo the wreck of the Dunraven,

This 1873-vintage steamship sank
after striking the reef in 1876 while
rl:ll.ITI'IiI'Ig tov Britain from Bombay, The
hull is inverted, with the stern at 30m
andl the bonw 10m shallower. Polly and
| foollow the starboard side aft, diwdling
heneath the overhangimg holl to allow
the rest af the group (o get well ahead,

The kev part of any dive here is to
eoter the hull at the stern and swim all
the way forwards inside the wreck; the
enly restriction being the boilers and
two-cvlinder inverted compound steam
engine in the middle.

While visibiliry outside is AVeTIEe reed,
inside it's perfect, given time for detritus
[rom the preceding divers to settle oul

The Dremecovien s ot a big wreck, and
there is nol much interesting structure




Pl =Py

5 MILES
Jickson Reef
NAEQ® N
T Reef i

Goedon B

-

(W

» NA'AMA ooy
BAY @ e
i1 il

SHARM ik
EL SHEIKH®

( Ros Ghasani

A ~lockfi
ek Adley
=— Anemor
’- * .L:I':I!'Il.
Yolonda .
‘.u; ir& Heel

X Dunraven

ather than on the swim through the hull,
it it i very pretty. And afier this wreck
dive, Polly and 1 get back among the
snapper shoals, and then batfish, 1'm lett
me wondering how much fum it would
be to do the same thing bubble-free,

Tdon’t have to wonder for long,
because I'm spending the second hulf of
this Sharm trip doing crossover training
att A tEve rebreather with Dutch
mstructor Pim Vao der Horst.

You mray have seen the rEvao at the
Dive Shows, a very compact unil
made of shiny sheet metal, with back
moiited counterlungs and an
irovative dual scrubber,

Orriginally it was o manual closed
drcuit rebreather, where a constant-
mass flow valve trickles axyeen into the
areathing loop at an approximation of
e diver's metabalic rte, and the diver

adds oxyvpen manually to maintain
constant ppdl:

A more recenl oplion 15 an electronis
set-paant contredler and dive computer
from Canadian de viluper Shearwater,
which malkes it e fully electronic eCCR,

The unit is not ‘E-certified, 1h|_,u|£|||-|
manufacturer Paul Raymackers has heen
testing it al ANST, and has invested ina
test facility for his futory in Belgium.,

PIM AND | FIRST SPEND A DAY diving
from the beach at the Grand Rotara
Resort, where Camel has a smaller dive
centre, going through drills and getting
vsed o the kit

The first issue is getting the weight
right, Simple enough, | think — just use
what | would for an AP Evolution.

The rlvo is lighter out of the waler, so
| place a couple of spare weights on the

in Jacafish |'||||_':.'_

jistty _ith in case, Usoally 1 can LSS iy
weighting for new kit within a couple of
kilos, bt this time I'm very, very w TiHIg,
[ sk fast — it's a good job 1 checked tha
the diluent and wing feed were working,

Back at the jerty, 1 slide 2 weight off
my belt for another check. Then
another, Then yet another. Then the beli
with the last kg weight on it.

I feed happy with my buoyancy only
after shedding the entire Tk belt, and
between dives | remove another kg
frovm the trim weights.

That adds up 104 tolal of 8kg less
weight than | had expected!

[ am thanlktul ro be diving on the
lightweight titanium rather than the
standard stainless-steel rEvo, which
wiotlld have been 2.5kg less buoyant,

Had I beenin a thinner wetsit, |
could have found a use for theold =



DIVER Awards wooden weighthelt,

The site is Eagle Rav Bay and, indeed,
u sl cagle ray does flap by in the
disunce, The Noating jetty in front of
the dive centre makes this un jdenl
trainimg site, Those doing basic open
wiler training love having interesting
shallows right outside the Cassroom,
and the security of & private beach.

For more expericnced divers, its very
convenient for the first day's training,
bt I'm glad o be heading off 1o Bas
Mohammed again,

THE GEMNERAL FORMAT o the first day
is repeated, starting on the wall ai Ras
Gihasani while other dive-boals pet
ahead of ws. It%s o chance to take the
rlivey a bit deeper and palish the drills. A
Ras Mohommed itself T have ambitious
pluns for photographs in among the fish,
s lon't want practice drifls o imterrupl.

Claudio, head guide for the regular
scuba group, gives the usial bricling
shouta drift past Shark Reel, then on to
the bathroom littings from the Yolanda,
which he cites as the world-record deep
wreck dive at 205m,

Pim gives me a knowing smile, and
explnins to Claodio that a few weeks
previously he was part of a team 1o dive

the Milane in Lake Maggiore in ftaly -
i o record dive of 233m.

From the swirling on the surface, [
can see that the current is stomming, We
drop right at the tip of Shark Reef, and
a strong downcurrent takes us with it

I head into the blue, aiming to
immerse mysell in a big shoal of batfish,
Phe current is less intense further o
trom the wall, Drifting through the
shioal, 1 find a nice back-eddy that moves
e back to the starting point without
spriting me out,

I can repeat this circuil ed infinitum
and get pictures of the fish and self
portraits of mvsell with fish behind.

Try as we might, however, we can't co
ordinate @ move W get both Pim and
mysell wmong the fish at the same tme,
The variations in up and downcurrents
mrake it impossible,

We spend so long among the fish that
other hats' divers complete their
surface imntervals and drop in,

It fun zooming the opposite way in
my back eddy as the current carries them
off tovwards the batliroom fittings far
round the corner.,

Sharin el Sheikh has been the site af
massive development, notahly with the
new teeminal at the airport and resorts

iand housing along the cozst, but back

in downtown Na'amia Bay T don't

Above from left ta
right: Anemonefish in
Fagle Bizy Bay; relaing af
e Camed Bipwe Dl in
Ka'ama Bay; propeller and
nuckder of the Larg b
lackson Reef

Below beft: Lare's masy,
auomed with soft corals,
redches gp i 45m o
mark the first devo stop

Below; Ereathing decn
gas for additional

Feel L am returning 1o o transformed or
spoiled location.

Staying at the Camel Dive Chab helps,
Camel has been here so long it's an
institution rather than a simple hotel for
divers. The legendary Camel Bar is still
thie best in town. Cansel’s Indian
restaurant is also popular, and its new
Italian ice-cream shop looks set 1o bea
similir success,

ITWAS ALL JUST A GLEAM in Hesham
Gabr's eve an my fiest trip to Ras
Mohammed in the mid-1980s. There
were a couple of hotels further along
Ma'sma Bay, and Camel had just opened
a5 a walled compound alone in the
deserl. Accommedation was under
thatched shelters, where we lay our
sleeping bags on tmats,

Hesham, now Chairmian and General
Manager of a much bigger Camel [ive
Club, had introduced me to George the
huge Napoleon wrasse, the Yolanda
bathiroom fittings and the splendour of
the wall at Ras Mohammed,

He had alse spaken with passion and
vision of the future of Camel, and Red
Sea diving in general.

Late one afternoor, Heshiam shows
mie the approximate location of the
origindl Camel compound, behind the
dive centre, roughly between the
swimming piol and one of the -l



blacks of hotel rooms, T iry Lo visoalise
where [ lay my sleeping bag all those
vears ago. Modarn rooms now surround
the pool, where new divers have just
completed the confined-water part of
their training.

Returning to the dive-centre
courtvard, | sit on ashaded soto and sip
# glass of freshly squeczed lime-juice,
chilling out with other divers relurning

GETTING THERE ¥ Flight to Sharm
el Shaikh.

DIVING ke Camel Hetel Dive Club,
www cameldive.com

WHEM TO GO » Year-round.

Rbave: John Liddiad
dives the rEva im Thomas
Camyon, Tiren

Above right: (hro
Wssed the fightl
U indwe weef

MONEY v+ Egyptian pound, but most major

currencies are accepted, notably the euro.

FRICES » A seven-night package including Mights from

London Gatwick, tramsfers and B&E accommodation 2t Camal

Hotel DHve Club, with 10 dives can be booked for an average
price of £755 per person (two sharing) with Tony Backhurst
Scuba Travel, 01483 271 765, www.scuba.co.uk, A separate
five-day diving package with Camel costs from 225 euros,

and technical dives from B0 euros per day.
FURTHER INFORMATION k» D20 7493 5283,

warw touregypt.net; rEve, wew reve-rebreathars .com;

DIR-Rebreather, www.dirrebreather.com
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from the boats. An instructor calls for
our attemtion. " Congratulations to
Cathy and Mike on crmpleting theis
course. We have two new Orpen Water
divers." | clap and cheer along with the
rest. Celebrating newly qualified divers
i a daily event,

It ism't all simple sports diving, ke
miost established centres, Camel has a
techmical department. Inamong the
regular scuba sites, including those
I dived on the rBvo, [ make a couple of
deeper dives — an open-cireuil trimix
dive on the Lora, and a trimix dive on
the rebreather to Thomas Canvon,

The Lara i the wreck that stands
gutted on the exposed edge of Jackson
Feet, but that is just the forward half,

In December 1981, the 4752-ton
Cypriot-tvwned motor ship drove
straight on to the north face of the reel.
There was barely enongh fuel in the
tanks to have got her this far froam
Agabha, and rumours of insurance frawd
immediarely started to circulate,

The wreck was slowly stripped for
sidvage, some ports falling into deeper
water down 1o 70m. It s where these
prarls Gime fo rest that we dive,

EMERGING FROM THE BLUE-GREY
background, my first sight of the Lara
ts the engine-room end of the propeller
shaft projecting from the keel, tastily
adorned in soft corals.

The hull #sell is cot down Lo the Aot
floor ol the holds, with no sides at all,
We follow the curside l:'d,.'.i.' all 1o the
propeller und rudder, past more sott
corals and trees of black coral,

A section of superstruciure has fallen

against the inside ¢dge of the keel, 5o big,

hoxy swim-throughs are a handy 10m

shallwer than the propeller and rudder,

From I‘_11i--. TSl ii.'i:l.i_-\. wcrosy Lo the
reel, and up to our first stop at 42m.
Shusllow enough for an-air dive, and
tangalising enough 10 terpt those
finding it on air to continue deeper than
they shauld.

Scraps of wreckape lead up the reef,
Muking my shallowest staps at 6m, [ can
see through the surl the forward part of
the wreck looming above me,

Further south, Thomss Canyon is a
natpow split in the seabed off Thomas

TIME STATUS
LONDON GATWICE 23:00 Departed
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12:25+ ON-TIME
GENOA CRISTOFD 12:40+ ON-TIME

149-00P™

Reef, starting at 35m and
winding down to Sm,

Pim and [ swirm oul [com
the reef and meet the canvon
at 55m, a chasm in the
seabed below al the planned
maximum depth, 1 am
rempted tiv dive deeper and
drop inta the chasm, but
this is an assessed dive oma
training course, so 1 must
be on best b ehaviour,

Ome of the drills is a stage removal
atvd refit at maximum depth, so 1 get this
out of the way while swimming. We
follow the split below into the carrent,
and the walls rise to surround us.

From here om we have somie shelter
and can enjoy this shallower part of the
canyon, dipping beneath arches and into

short caves,

HAVING TAKEN ENOQUGH photos of
Firn, T lrand him my camera and set ap
samg of myself, composing the scens by
watching my rellection in the dome port,
i also using it 1o see behind me and
swim backwards :Lrl!ni.__l, the canyon, a
skill required for DIR-Rebreather.

P belongs to the DIR-Rebreather
gronp, which aims to promote the same
“Droing It Right” attitude (o refined
diving skills, standardised gas mixes, kit
vonliguration and teamwork as the
Florida-based THR training agency GUI
has done for open-circuit and twin-sets
though the proups are uncennected.

I Fearmed to swim backwards while
playing octopush, and often wae the
technique while taking photographs, o
I have not had bo demonstrate it on s
rebreathier course before,

My previous technical qualifications
have been with TANTEY, TTH and PSA,
their training material sharing a
common heritage. rEvo traming nses
AMDI material, which is rpr:mhi”-ﬁh
different. 1 can't say | prefer it to the
others, but variety broadens the mind,

Fim pulls out cue cards reguiring me
ta hower with no mask, helicoprer turn,
and do many more fmilior drills one-
handed or with ne mask on. There is
ulways room to improve basic skills.

1 found the rEvi easy to dive and
miaintain, very compact and very light,
especially with that titanium shell.

It dight encugh to fit into the uswal
diver's haggage allowance — il only
1 didn’t have to take o housed camera
system as well!

Waiting in the departure lounge at the
airport, § read on the new LCD display
that myv fight home is now boarding —
then that it bas departed on fime,

In reality, it is delaved for an houwr.
IDespite all the new developments, much
in Sharm is reassuringly consistent. LK



